
Errors and Misconduct in 
Biomedical Research
 

12.00 pm – 1.30 pm
Monday 10 November 2025
 
 

Lecture Theatre LT100, Level C, Block 3
Wallace Street, Mt Cook, Wellington

Via Zoom: https://massey.zoom.us/j/87871336956
Zoom passcode: PHONZ

Elisabeth Bik, PhD, is a Dutch-American microbiologist who 
has worked for 15 years at Stanford University and 2 years 
in industry. Since 2019, she is a science integrity consultant 
at Harbers Bik LLC who scans the biomedical literature for 
images or other data of concern. She has found over 9,000 
problematic scientific papers. Her work has resulted in over 
1,500 retractions and another 1,100 corrections. For her work 
on exposing threats to research integrity, she received the 2021 
John Maddox Prize and the 2024 Einstein Foundation Award.Dr Elisabeth Bik

Science builds upon science. Even after peer-review and publication, science papers could 
still contain images or other data of concern. If not addressed, papers containing incorrect or 
even falsified data could lead to wasted time and money spent by other researchers trying 
to reproduce those results. Several high-profile cases of science misconduct have been 
reported, but many more remain undetected. Elisabeth Bik is an image forensics detective 
who left her paid job in industry to search for and report biomedical articles that contain 
errors or data of concern. She has conducted a systematic review of 20,000 papers across 40 
journals and found that approximately 4% of these contained inappropriately duplicated 
images. In her talk, she will present her work and show several types of inappropriately 
duplicated images and other examples of research misconduct. In addition, she will discuss 
how Artificial Intelligence can both help identify cases of misconduct and also create them, 
as well as the growing threat of scientific paper mills.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5477-0324
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/elisabeth-bik-4376782/
BlueSky: https://bsky.app/profile/elisabethbik.bsky.social
X (Twitter):  https://x.com/MicrobiomDigest
Google Scholar:  https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Jo9LMfoAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
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