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What is DNA? 







file:///.file/id=657136
7.54972029 





What contains DNA? 

• All living tissues (blood, bone, skin, hair, 
saliva, leaves, pollen, wood…...) 

 

• SOME long dead animals and plants 

 

• NOT fossils 
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Universal Pictures 



 

OLDEST DNA 
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What can DNA tell us? 

• What species is this? 

– Is it a new species? 

– Where did the species used to occur? 

 

• What lived here? 

 

• Is this a different individual from that 
individual? 

 

 



What species is this? 
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Results 

• 7 different animals skins 

– Vervet monkey 

– Baboon 

– African wildcat 

– Serval  

– African civet 

– Cow 

– Slender mongoose  
 





Is this a new species? 
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Chatham Island petrel Taiko 

Bone length 



Imber’s petrel – 
a new (extinct) 
species of petrel 
from the 
Chatham Islands 









Where did a species occur? 
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Where did rowi 
used to occur? 





What species were here? 





Is this individual different from that 
individual? 









Domestic 
sheep 



How are these species related? 
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