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Everyday people,  
from a range of ethnicities 
living in an ordinary town,  
living their everyday lives,  
doing extraordinary things … 
for children’s education. 
 
  



The theatre piazza A piazza for children too 



After WWII Liberation Loris Malaguzzi (teacher-
philosopher) learnt that the women of Villa 
Cella wanted to build a pre-school for young 
children.  

 

Why? Education for democracy. 
 

 The women had taken bricks from bombed 
houses to build the school, and sold an old 
tanker.  

 

Originally ‘The People’s Nursery School’ of Villa 
Cella, it was renamed “XXV Aprile” or “April 
25th” when it was opened.  

 [Video excerpt 1] 
 



 Over a period of 60 years, the Municipality of Reggio 
Emilia in Italy has developed a network of remarkable 
preschools and infant-toddler centres  
 

 A nearby farm hamlet was a centre of Italian resistance 
– against Hitler and Mussolini’s Fascism. The “brick-by-
brick” and resistance history shapes the Preschool and 
Infant-toddler Centres’ educational purposes 

  

 The purposes that matter most to Reggio Emilia 
teachers and parents are:  

- building understanding and meaning, and  
- strengthening democracy.  
 

How in ECE?  Investigating/ researching pedagogy in 
infant-toddler centres and pre-schools.  

 
 



Reggio Emilia Preschools and Infant-Toddler Centres 



 47 ECE services managed by the municipality 
(33 managed directly, 14 by community 
cooperatives) 

 21 managed by the Catholic Church 
 14 managed by State of Italy 
 4 by private owners. 

 
 1600 children aged 0-3 years 
 3745 children aged 3-6 years 
 Percentage of children enrolled: 68% (40% of 

infant-toddlers, 89% of young children) 
 



The Reggio Emilia 
approach is 

unique to Reggio 

Emilia.  It is not a 
method.  
 
Outside the city of 
Reggio Emilia, ECE 
services need to 
develop their own 
approach 
demonstrating 
what matters most 
in their community. 



 

One example of their public documentation 
of results from a research-based project to 
foster and expand children’s learning and 
capabilities is Peace, authored by 3, 4 and 5 
year olds at Ernesto Balducci Pre-school. 

 

 



Authors:  

 Three to five year old children, Scuola dell’infanzia Ernesto 
Balducci 

 Parents belonging to the Community Early Childhood Council 

 





The Community Early Childhood Council discussions about the 
Peace project, excerpts 



3 year olds 





3 and 4 year olds 







4 year olds 











Extended time group 



Back cover 



What is your reaction about the 
capabilities of young children to think 
about, discuss and illustrate life-worthy 
topics? 
 
How does this example of Reggio 
educators’ documentation of children’s , 
and the teaching and learning it 
illustrates, differ from ours? 



 

 



A place to connect with educators from around 
the world; a place to learn through dialogue 



 

 Video excerpt, Not just any place 



 
… In Reggio I have been struck by the fact 
that these are not just Reggio schools, but 
they are the expression of a kind of Reggio 
spirit.  Every place has its own spirit, its own 
past its own aspirations”.  (Jerome Bruner) 



 Carlina Rinaldi says, dialogue amongst the 
educators develops trust and interdependency 
which in turn supports change [and improvement]. 

 

 Rinaldi talks about Reggio educators creating a 
culture of inquiry, of uncertainty, unexpectedness.  

   It’s OK to take risks, to have doubts, to question. 
 

 She talks about creating a culture wherein it’s 
acceptable for teachers to not know and even feel 
lost at times, to make mistakes, to ask others, to 
be open. 

 



 Active attitude of Listening between adults, 
children and the environment 

 Image of children; they possess extraordinary 

potentials; each child is the subject of rights; each 

child is capable of giving meaning to experiences  

 Children possess 100 languages, 100 ways of 

thinking and connecting experiences 

 Participation – children, educators and parents 

are stakeholders in the education project 

 

 



Participation generates and nurtures a culture of  
responsibility and inclusion. 

Participation: Citizens view Reggio ECE services as a 
collective responsibility – places where they connect with 
others in the community  

A sense of 
belonging 
to the 
community 



 Educational research is knowledge building for 
children and adults.  

 Educational documentation is a structuring part of 
teaching practices, making learning visible. Democratic. 

 Progetazzione – wherein educators plan/design 
teaching and learning and the environment. 

 Environment, spaces and relations are designed 
to foster interaction, autonomy, exploration, curiosity 
and communication. 

 
 Ref: Instituzione of Municipality of Reggio Emilia (2010). 

Indications Preschools and Infant-Toddler Centres of the 
Municipality of Reggio Emilia, pp.10-14. 

 
 





 



 

 “… learning is essentially about 

constructing more and new 
connections between ideas, … making 
knowledge richer, deeper, broader and 

more reflective of the complexities in the 

worlds of reality and imagination 

available to children.” 



 



 Malaguzzi began with an image of the 
capable and intelligent infant/ child.  A rich 
child, a child of infinite capabilities 
 

 Children are born with “100 languages”.   
 

 

 Children are born with deep curiosity, and 
this innate curiosity drives their interest to 
understand their world and their place in it. 

 

 

 



 



 “Research represents one of the essential 
dimensions of life of children and adults …  

 

“The research is made visible by means of the 
documentation, builds learning, reformulates 
knowledge, and underlies professional quality.”  

 

 In NZ, Te Whāriki talks about learning about the 
complexity of people, places and things. 

 



 Children 
research 
the world 
– people, 
places 
and 
things 



 

 

 “With each project we learn more, and 
thereby work better with children. …  

We have found that shadows offer 
extraordinary educational possibilities. 
[Studying these] … involved an integration 
of visual representation with scientific 
hypothesis testing.” 

 The role of the atelierista (Via Vecchi, 1998) 

 



 



 

 

Reggio teachers listen to 
children’s interests; then they 
problematise child theories.  
 
They get children into an 
unknown space, to notice it. 
Then they bring back 
something from it to their 
known space and build 
complexity around it.  
  
“If we stay in the unknown we 
won’t progress ideas.”   

To learn, we need to move backwards and 
forwards between these spaces. 



 

 “The [ECE services] have the responsibility to foster 
and make visible the processes of learning by 
means of pedagogical documentation.” 



 “The pleasure of learning and knowing, and 
of understanding, is one of the most 
important, basic feelings that every child 
expects from the experiences he confronts.  

 
 Pleasure is a crucial feeling which must be 

reinforced so that the pleasure survives 
even when learning involves difficulty and 
effort.” 

 Loris Malaguzzi 



 



 REANZ is an charitable trust that shares 
knowledge of Reggio Emilia philosophy and 
pedagogy through: 
◦ Organising study tours to Reggio Emilia, annually, 

◦ Bringing Reggio Emilia experts to NZ to facilitate 
professional learning for Kiwi teachers, 

◦ Supporting local networks to share knowledge and 
resources to grow Kiwi early childhood teachers’ 
understanding of the way Reggio educators expand 
children’s capabilities 






